For over 10 years now, our specialty has been represented as an independent medical discipline within the Union of European Medical Specialists (UEMS). In 2004, after the establishment of the division of vascular surgery in 1992 as a subunit of the UEMS section of surgery, it was then time (finally) for the introduction of the UEMS Section and Board of Vascular Surgery (UEMS-SBVS) [5] . Politically, this was a tremendously important step that has helped many European countries to establish vascular surgery as a separate specialty on a national level. The most recent examples are Switzerland (since 2014) and Austria (since mid-2015).
The UEMS represents the national medical societies of the current 37 member states. To date there are 42 UEMS specialist sections (separate disciplines) and 10 UEMS specialist divisions (key areas within the independent disciplines). This latter group includes, for example, angiology (as a division of internal medicine), neuroradiology and interventional radiology (a division of radiology) and also thoracic surgery, which is still regarded as a part of general surgery in the UEMS. In addition, there are the so-called multidisciplinary joint committees (MJC) composed of experts from various specialties. These include, for example, phlebology and sports medicine [6] .
The UEMS has the following remit: 5 Representation of the medical profession in the European Union (EU), . A distinction is also made between assisted operations, independently performed surgery with assistance and actual independently performed surgical procedures without specialist tutorial assistance. This data is more sophisticated than, for example the surgical procedures catalogue required in Germany. All candidates admitted to the examination also have a 1-day oral and practical examination, which includes questioning of theoretical background knowledge and its practical application. This takes place mostly in the context of specific clinical case studies, as well as via practical examinations on lifelike models and the following procedures are examined: an infrarenal aortic anastomosis, a carotid endarterectomy (CEA) and a crural bypass anastomosis on pulsatile perfused lifelike models [3, 4, [10] [11] [12] 14] . In the endovascular part, the applicants ability to introduce a guidewire into the renal artery is assessed [13] . Unlike many national tests, FEBVS candidates are also presented with a specialist English language publication, usually from the European Journal of Vascular and Endovascular Surgery (EJVES). This article is then discussed with two examiners with respect to quality as well as methodological and statistical content and significance. Many examination candidates fear this hurdle the most but in fact very few participants fail this part of the test.
Despite the challenging test procedures (or maybe because of them?) the number of participants in the European specialist examination for vascular surgery has steadily increased in recent years (. Fig. 1 [9] . It is also important for staff meetings and applications. 4. Applying for jobs abroad is easier.
The European specialist title is recognized everywhere. It is therefore potentially a deciding factor when applying for positions abroad. 
